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Southbrook School news & celebrations Term 1 Week 2 
 

Kia ora Koutou 
What a fabulous start to 2026 we have had at Southbrook.  
I look forward to seeing many of you at our PTA Whānau evening on Friday evening. Thank you to the 
amazing parents who are embracing Hero and ensuring that they are reading posts, communicating any 
absences and responding to individual posts. 
Next Monday we have our Top Team fun. Thank you to those parents who have offered to help, I will be 
in contact soon. If you would like to help, please let me know ASAP - I am needing a few more helpers 
for Seesion 2. 🙂 
 
Have a great rest of the week. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Julie 

 
Celebrating Southbrook Superstars… 
Kete Kids this week - Tamariki who have been consistently adding to their Three Kete 
 

 

 

Maddison, what a fabulous start to the year you have had. We appreciate your 
kindness and your willingness to share your knowledge with others. Thank you 
for showing our new tamariki the Teoteo routines and being a helpful team 
member. Be proud of your growing leadership skills! 

  

Parker, what an amazing start you have had to Nga Manu Nui. We love the 
thoughtful contributions you make to our discussions and how you care for our 
school environment. You are a great problem solver and we are so proud of 
you!  

 
 

Jack, we have been impressed with your start to the year. You are working hard 
on showing five to your kaiako, as well as modelling how to follow our 
expectations and routines. Thank you for being such a great leader in Ngahere. 
Keep on shining, e hoa! 

 

Alice, you are a shining star in Te Awa. Thank you for being such a kind and 
caring friend. We can always count on you to do the right thing and lead the 
way for others. Your helpful nature is an asset in our space and we adore 
seeing your smiling face everyday. Keep being yourself! We are proud to have 
you in our team. 
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Ted, it has been wonderful to see how well you have come back to school this 
year, settling in and being a great role model for your peers. We love the 
positive way you greet everyone each morning and how carefully you listen 
and pay close attention to staff. Your effort and attitude have made such a 
strong start to the year! Keep up the amazing work, Ted! 

 

Reminders: 
●​ Whānau fun evening Friday 5:00-7:00 pm. 
●​ Top Team Monday. Students are allowed to wear suitable mufti for this day. 
●​ Parent meeting about CPS (Collaborative Proactive Solutions - Wednesday 18 February 

6:30-7:30pm. 
 

 
 

 
 

OTHER NOTICES: 
School Uniform 
Southbrook School uniform is available through:  southbrookschool@impakt.co.nz 

Music and Drama Lessons​
• Singing​
• Speech & Drama​
• Piano 

Experienced, friendly teaching with a focus on confidence, enjoyment, and personal growth.​
Individual and small group lessons available. (Limited spaces.) Please contact Gina Fowler 022 351 2519 or 
g.fowler.atsltd@gmail.com 

 

Glee Club – Try it for free for a short time 
  
Our Glee Club/Pop choirs are super fun singing groups for Juniors (5-8), Youths (9-13), Teenagers (13+) and 
Adults. 
New members are welcome to come try it (for free) in both weeks Three and Four of this term absolutely obligation 
free.  After all, you don’t know if you’re going to enjoy it until you try it - so why not?! 
  
All the Glee Club info is at Glee Clubs | North Canterbury Music.  To join us for the trail sessions, just fill in our 
registration form for the relevant Glee Club and add TRIAL in the bottom field. Registration | North Canterbury 
Music 
  
Any questions, contact Emma on 027 299 9580. 
  
A bit of background:  Jonathan and Emma are North Canterbury locals based in Springbank.  Emma started both 
her teaching and  performance careers while still at CGHS at the age of 15, teaching at home and performing in the 
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra.  Emma went on to complete a degree in performance music (B Mus 
Performance Music).   
  
Emma and husband Jonathan met when he was engaged as a soloist on tour the CSO;   Jonathan was living in 
Australia at the time – after his role as Simon in the Australasian Jesus Christ Superstar tour, Jonathan had moved 
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to Australia for the Miss Saigon tour.  When they met, Jonathan had just completed playing Chris (the lead) in “Miss 
Saigon” and was soon to join the Australian cast of “Les Misérables” in the lead role of Enjolras – the revolutionary 
leader.   Jonathan had popped back to NZ as the soloist in a CSO “Broadway Music” tour of the South Island.  And 
the rest, as they say, is history!  The pair then spent the next 14 years in Australia – Jonathan with roles countless 
productions including musicals, fronting funk bands, piano man gigs, music direction, writing and teaching, while 
Emma performed as an instrumentalist in musicals, corporate gigs, and continued to teach.  
  
The pair retired from performing and the nomadic performers life to return to their roots in Canterbury.  In the last 15 
years they have focused on their love of teaching, while raising two boys, and aid aging parents in the rural idle that 
is Cust, North Canterbury.    They have recently moved just up the road to Springbank, and are passionate about 
providing high quality tuition, opportunities, and care to the next generation.  They offer music lessons in singing, 
violin, guitar and piano, and offer such options as student bands, glee clubs (singing groups) for youngsters and 
adults.  Lessons are available at the following locations - Cust School, Oxford Area School, View High School, 
Kaiapoi Borough, Christchurch (St Margaret’s College), and Springbank, while all group activities are offered in 
Springbank. 
  
Together they run www.northcanterburymusic.co.nz 
  
Countless previous students have gone on to study performance at tertiary institutions with more than 40 students 
going on to professional careers in music or theatre.   
  
  
  
Emma Smetham and Jonathan Densem 
North Canterbury Music Ltd 
Emma Smetham 027 299 9580 
emma@jonathandensem.com 
Jonathan Densem 021 163 5432 
jonathan@jonathandensem.com 
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